[Viewpoint: Skill Certifications for Japanese Medical Technologists].
With the development of medicine, the field of clinical laboratory medicine evolves rapidly, and it will be more specialized in the near future. Medical technologists are required to hone their skills and knowledge, in order to keep up with the evolution. In recent years, board certifications by several medical societies are considered to indicate the skills of medical technologists. The number of board-certified medical technologists in populated areas such as Tokyo, Kanagawa, Osaka, and Fukuoka is greater than in less populated areas such as Kyusyu and Tohoku. The rate of certified medical technologists among prefectures is the highest in Mie (10.1%), followed by Nagasaki (8.8%). Tokyo, Ishikawa, Kyoto, and Osaka have acquisition rates greater than 7%. In contrast, prefectures of Miyazaki, Kumamoto, Yamanashi, and Akita have low acquisition rates of less than 4%. Being certified is not only an opportunity for personal career advancement, but also a chance to improve the laboratory. More technologists are being certified in our laboratory, and we are encouraging a future increase in their number. However, there are some problems to be overcome. Assignment of competent staff and long-term and premeditated rotation are considered to be important for staff to find the work rewarding, and the laboratory to be trusted by physicians.